
 
 

 

TOWN COUNCIL 

WATERTOWN, CONNECTICUT 

MONDAY, JUNE 7, 2021 

MINUTES 

PUBLIC HEARING  

 

 

A public hearing was held on June 7, 2021 at 6:30. 

 

           Attendees:  Jonathan Ramsay, V. Chairman 

 Ken Demirs 

 Robert Desena 

 Jeffrey Desmarais 

 Anthony DiBona 

 Robert Retallick 
  

 

   Mark Raimo, Town Manager 

   Susan Zappone, Acting Asst. Town Manager/Finance Director 

   Paul Jessell, Town Attorney 

    

 

Vice Chair Jonathan Ramsay read the public hearing notice.  

 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
TOWN OF WATERTOWN, CT 

June 7, 2021 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that The Watertown Town Council will hold a Public Hearing on 
MONDAY, JUNE 7, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. the Watertown Town Hall, 61 Echo Lake Rd., Watertown 
Connecticut to hear public comment regarding the proposed ordinance: 
 

“A new ordinance regarding the filling of vacancies on the Board of Education, and 

possibly the Town Council, at an election.  Current statutes limit the number of 

candidates that any party may nominate, and the number that any person may vote for.  

General Statutes Section 9-204b permits the Town to modify that rule by Ordinance.” 
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https://zoom.us/j/92767279643?pwd=WjNjTURoUmRpKzRRMVZCQVYzSi9qdz09 

 

Passcode: 443673 

 

Or Telephone in Listen Only Mode:  

        US: 1 312 626 6799 or 1 646 558 8656  Webinar ID: 927 6727 9643 

Passcode: 443673 

 

Anyone wishing to present written testimony may do so in writing prior to, or at the public hearing 
by June 7, 2021 at 2:00 p.m. to Watertown Town Council 61 Echo Lake Rd., Watertown, CT 
06795. Oral testimony may also be presented at the public hearing.  
  
A copy of the proposed language of the proposed ordinance can be viewed on the internet by 
accessing the Town of Watertown’s web site at:   www.watertownct.org.  A copy of the proposed 
changes may also be obtained at the Town Hall, 61 Echo Lake Rd, Watertown, Connecticut during 
normal business hours. 
 
The Town of Watertown is an EEO/AA Employer. It also promotes fair housing and makes all 
programs available to lower income persons regardless of race, color, sex, age, national origin, 
religion, disability/handicap, marital status or sexual preference. The public hearing location is 
accessible to persons with physical disabilities. If you require a translator, or accommodations for 
a hearing impairment or other accommodation, contact the Town of Watertown at 860-945-5255. 
 
 
Dated at Watertown, Connecticut this 2nd day of June, 2021 
 
      Mark A. Raimo, Town Manager 
 
 

Vice Chair Jonathan Ramsay: Paul would you like to give us a summary of why we are doing this 

and what’s changing.  
 

Paul Jessell, Town Attorney: This is an issue that came up about a month and a half ago, the Town 

Clerk gave me a call and said she had been contacted by the Secretary of the State’s office for each 

of the BOE and the Town Council, we currently have two vacancies that need to be filled. As you 

are probably aware, if a vacancy occurs within the first two years of a term the vacancy gets filled 

until the next regular election. We have four vacancies, two on the board and two on the Town 

Council that were to be filled now by election in November of 2021. By statute the BOE four year 

terms is restricted voting, which means if there are two vacancies each party can nominate and 

each elector can vote for one and if there are three or more each party can nominate and each voter 

can elect four a simple majority of the vacancies that are open. Because our Charter provides that 

our four year terms for the Town Council are also restricted voting, in other words each party can 

only nominate and each elector can only vote for three town councilmen for a four year term. The 

Secretary of the State’s office interprets our vacancy provisions as also being restrictive voting. 

The General Statutes in the BOE arena provide a simple remedy to this. General Statute’s 9-204b 

https://zoom.us/j/92767279643?pwd=WjNjTURoUmRpKzRRMVZCQVYzSi9qdz09
http://www.watertownct.org/
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provides that the Town Council or whatever the proper board is in the Town can pass an ordinance 

declaring that the vacancies will be filled by unrestricted voting. Which means in our case that 

each party can nominate and each elector can vote for as many vacancies as there are existing. She 

also indicated from the Secretary of the State’s office that we could do the same thing by ordinance 

for the Town Council’s side because it’s not clear in the Charter whether it is restricted or 

unrestricted voting for vacancies. You might ask what the difference? In this election year 2021 

on the Town Council side, there is one person who is not a Republican and I think she was cross 

endorsed by Democrats and the Independents if I am not mistaken. If we have restricted voting 

everybody else on the Democrat side is up for election Mr. Desmarais is a vacancy, Mr. Desena is 

a vacancy and then we have Mr. DiBona, Ken Demirs, Robert Retallick you only have two 

Republicans on the council that are staying Jonathan Ramsay and Mary Ann Rosa. If you do the 

numbers the Democrats and or the Independents can only get five people elected at best, because 

they can only nominate and each elector can only vote for one of the two vacancies. If they could 

nominate and vote for two of the vacancies then they could potentially get six which is the 

maximum under the minority representation statute. On the BOE side it’s the exact same story 

except it is reversed. The Republicans can only get five and the Democrats or the Independents 

can get six. So this clarifies it, it eliminates any issue, we are not the only town to have done it. I 

copied our ordinance off of another town who has not that long ago done it. It just gives everybody 

a chance to vote for all of positions.   

 

Vice Chair Jonathan Ramsay: We will start with the public, are there any questions or comments? 

 

Al Mickel, 95 Woodvine Avenue: The question is can the Independent Party nominate five people 

or six people. 

 

Paul Jessell, Town Attorney: Only five. 

 

Al Mickel: And the electors can pick? 

 

Paul Jessell, Town Attorney: Five. 

 

Richard Wick, Northfield Road: I think it is a good idea we should do it. 

 

Vice Chair Jonathan Ramsay: Anyone else from the public?                                                              

 

Hearing none. 

 

Vice Chair Jonathan Ramsay: Any questions or comments from the Town Council? 

 

Jeffrey Desmarais: Mr. Jessell thank you for attending tonight. A couple of quick questions, first 

regarding minority representation. Obviously the Democrats, Independents are in the minority 

position currently on the Town Council. We don’t know that those are never always a permanent 

situation, it could be in a scenario where Republicans or some of the parties are in the minority 

representation. Firstly I just wanted to make sure based on these changes, that minority 

representation was maintained? That is part of the maintenance what this ordinance will cover, it 
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is not stated expressly in here and that it revolves maintaining minority representation and I know 

you said just a few moments ago about the rationale behind it. I wanted to be clear that minority 

representation will not be altered by this ordinance change. 

 

Paul Jessell, Town Attorney: The way that is taken care of stated is that obviously in the case of 

the Town Council there can only be six Republicans. If for example the Republicans nominated to 

fill both vacancies and the three positions that are currently available with the two positions they 

already had, if they won all of those they would have seven. What would happen is that the two 

vacancies get filled first and then the lowest vote getter among the four year terms would not get 

elected.  

 

Jeffrey Desmarais: It would be two separate lines on the ballot I would image is how this would 

more or less might be, a question for setting ballots. 

 

Paul Jessell, Town Attorney: It is, the four year terms are going to be vote for three and then the 

vacancies would be vote for two.  

 

Jeffrey Desmarais: Obviously, for the two year terms coming up would be the completion of the 

four year terms from two years ago, so those candidates would be up for election in the next 

election cycle and the other seats would up after their four year cycle. 

 

Paul Jessell, Town Attorney: Correct. 

 

Vice Chair Jonathan Ramsay: Anyone else. 

 

Hearing none.                                    

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:41 p.m.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 ____________________________ 

Jonathan Ramsay, Vice Chair 

Watertown Town Council 

 

Approved: __________________________ 

 Susan King, Clerk            

      
  
 

   


